Local Soldiers build schools and friendships in Iraq

MOSUL, Iraq – Spc. Ryan Burkhart of Company A, 133rd Engineer Battalion, says goodbye to a young boy the unit befriended during the two months it took to construct a new primary school in the village of Brayte in northern Iraq. The school was officially opened September 10.  
Since deploying to Iraq in March, the Maine Army National Guard Soldiers have been working to help rebuild the infrastructure of the war-torn Irbil Province, a predominantly Kurdish region of the country. In villages throughout the province, several new schools have been constructed and plans to renovate two more schools and build three new medical clinics are underway. Burkhart is the son of Mike and Ida Earle of Skowhegan, Maine. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Julie Friedman)

