The 133rd does its part to rebuild Iraq

By Spc. Jessika Ross


DIANYAH, Iraq- Many soldiers deployed to Iraq don’t ever get a chance to see the difference that they are making in the rebuilding the country, but for Company A, 133rd Engineer Battalion the transformation takes place right in front of their eyes. 

Taking on a challenging 40 projects in the northern region of Iraq, the Maine National Guard unit gets to see first hand the difference they are making for the people of northern Iraq. Currently the 133rd has three projects costing $160,000 under its supervision in the sub-district of Dianyah where they are rebuilding a school and a municipality building and installing new roads in the mountain town. 

The Dianyah Primary School has 1,600 students and a very limited amount of space. To accommodate such large class numbers the school has three separate shifts for students but class rooms were still too cramped for students, the walls were faded and flaking, there was no electricity and the bathrooms were in need of new plumbing and fixtures. 

“We are giving the children of Iraq an opportunity for a better education. I love doing this, it’s why I joined the Guard,” said Sgt. Timothy Vashon, a Newport, Maine native who has served in the Maine National Guard for 17 years. “I wanted to help the communities. I never knew I’d be helping the communities of Iraq. It feels good because I know that they appreciate it.”  

The transformation of the school began at the beginning of June is expected to be wrapped up in the first week of July. Soldiers have been spending hot days in the sun building two additional classrooms for students, repairing plumbing and replacing bathroom facilities, installing electrical wiring and adding some bright, fresh layers of paint on the walls. 

“We are rebuilding their school and in our own little way rebuilding Iraq piece by piece. I think they will appreciate the work we’ve done. The school is in much better shape than it was when we first started the project,” said Spc. Jessica Nasta, a college student from Long Island, N.Y., deployed with the 133rd. 

In the center of town sits a building that serves as City Hall, an identification card center, the public works office, the mayor’s office and the police department. The building was in dire need of new staircases to help the flow of citizens coming in and out of the office on daily business, more office space, electrical work and plumbing. Upon the completion of the three-week project, the 133rd is hoping that the newly renovated building will help better serve the 5,000 people who live in Dianyah.

“Hopefully it will make it easier for people to do business and improve the way the city is run. By rebuilding these schools and buildings we are showing the people that we are here to help them with getting back on track and governing themselves,” said Staff Sgt. Victors Oliveras of Clifton, N.J., Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge of the project for the 133rd. 

The areas surrounding Dianyah are well-known as tourist attractions. The flowing rivers and cascading waterfalls bring visitors from all over Iraq which also bring increased amounts of traffic that congests the streets of the town. To improve traffic flow the 133rd is constructing a $50,000, four kilometer stretch of road that will divert traffic away from the downtown area and to the tourist sites.   

In the next few months the Soldiers of Company A, will be seeing the progress of their hard work while they strive to complete the 40 projects that are scheduled for the northern region. Many of the Soldiers feel that the effort they are putting in to the rebuilding of infrastructure is a step closer to helping Iraq achieve its goal to make it a safe, prosperous, and democratic nation.
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Sgt. Rios Favian of the 133rd Engineer Battalion shapes a cement block for the walls that will make an additional room for a primary school in Dianyah, Iraq. (Photo by Spc. Gretel Sharpee)

