Engineers improve conditions in rural northern Iraq village

Story and photos by Spc. Blair Larson

MOSUL, Iraq-  A kind deed from local villagers prompted Soldiers from the 133rd Engineer Battalion, an Army National Guard unit from Belfast, Maine, to begin a series of projects in the village of Hamzan in northern Iraq.

During a routine mission near the village, a military vehicle broke down and residents from Hamzan watched the vehicle until it could be recovered by Multinational Forces.  When asked what villages are in need of assistance, the Soldiers remembered the kindness of the residents of Hamzan and decided to help rebuild its mud hut school and provide plumbing and electricity to its people.  

Soldiers from Company B, 133rd Engineer Battalion, tore down the existing 16 by 20 foot mud schoolhouse and built a concrete structure with three classrooms and plumbing and electricity.  The school serves approximately 40 children from the area with two teachers.

As part of an initiative to train former Peshmerga fighters to learn construction skills, the Engineers worked with nine former fighters to train them in masonry and carpentry skills during the construction of the school.  

“Because of this training, they will be better equipped to find jobs in the construction field,” said Sgt. David Murphy from the Peshmerga Transition Office.   

In addition to rebuilding the village school, the engineers brought in a 20,000 liter water tank and a 75 Kilowatt generator which will serve the 17 families in the area who do not have plumbing or electricity.  They also improved the local roads which were in disrepair.

“This is why we’re here, to make a difference in the lives of the Iraqi people,” said 2nd Lt. Adam Cote, a Portland, Maine, native from Company B.  “This project will not only improve the lives of the people but also improve the way the people see the mission of Multinational Forces here in Iraq.”
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DSC 0034- 2nd Lt. Adam Cote, a Portland native from the 133rd Engineer Battalion, an Army National Guard unit from Belfast, Maine, speaks to a group of Soldiers and residents of Hamzan during a ceremony to celebrate the opening of a new school in the village which was built by the engineers.  

DSC 0043- Sgt. Adam Farrington from the 133rd Engineer Battalion, an Army National Guard unit from Belfast, Maine, sits with a group of Iraqi children during the opening ceremony for their new school.  The engineers built a new school for the children of Hamzan, a village in northern Iraq.










