Subject: IMPLEMENTATION OF ARMY PROCEDURES TO COMPLY WITH CHILD SOLDIERS PROTOCOL (AGE 18 STANDARD FOR PARTICIPATION IN COMBAT) 

 A. PDUSD (P&R) MEMORANDUM, 16 JAN 03, SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF SERVICE 
PLANS TO COMPLY WITH THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD ON INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN IN ARMED CONFLICT (NOTAL) 


1. ON 16 JAN 03 THE PRINCIPAL DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PERSONNEL AND READINESS) (PDUSD(P&R)), DIRECTED THE SERVICES TO IMPLEMENT THEIR PLANS TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN IN ARMED CONFLICT, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "CHILD SOLDIERS PROTOCOL." THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL REQUIRES STATE PARTIES TO TAKE "ALL FEASIBLE" MEASURES TO ENSURE MEMBERS OF THEIR ARMED FORCES, LESS THAN 18 YEARS OF AGE, DO NOT TAKE A "DIRECT PART IN HOSTILITIES." THE PROTOCOL DID NOT CHANGE THE RULES FOR ENLISTMENT (AGE 18 WITH A PROVISION TO ENLIST AT AGE 17 WITH PARENTAL CONSENT). 


2. TO ENSURE THE ARMY FULLY COMPLIES WITH ARTICLE 1 OF THE PROTOCOL THE FOLLOWING HQDA ASSIGNMENT/DEPLOYMENT POLICY WAS APPROVED AND ACCEPTED BY PDUSD (P&R). QUOTE. "MEMBERS OF THE ARMY WILL NOT BE ASSIGNED OR DEPLOYED ON A TEMPORARY DUTY (TDY), TEMPORARY CHANGE OF STATION (TCS), OR PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION (PCS) STATUS TO DUTY STATIONS OUTSIDE THE CONTINENTIAL UNITED STATES (CONUS), ALASKA, HAWAII, THE COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO, OR TERRITORIES OR POSSESSIONS OF THE UNITED STATES UNTIL THEY HAVE ATTAINED THE AGE OF 18 YEARS." END QUOTE. 


3. THIS POLICY APPLIES TO SOLDIERS OF ALL COMPONENTS. THEREFORE, 
REQUEST ADDRESSEES TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PRECLUDE THE ASSIGNMENT, DEPLOYMENT OR MOVEMENT OCONUS (OTHER THAN ALASKA, HAWAII, THE COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO, OR TERRITORIES OR POSSESSIONS OF THE UNITED STATES) OF SOLDIERS UNDER THEIR COGNIZANCE LESS THAN 18 YEARS OF AGE. 


4. FURTHER, REQUEST ADDRESSEES IDENTIFY SOLDIERS, LESS THAN 18 
YEARS OF AGE, WHO ARE ALREADY SERVING OCONUS IN A PCS, TDY OR TCS 
STATUS AS OF THE DATE OF THIS MESSAGE AND DIRECT APPROPRIATE CDR TAKE ALL FEASIBLE MEASURES TO ENSURE THESE SOLDIERS DO NOT TAKE A DIRECT PART IN HOSTILITIES UNTIL THEY ARE 18 YEARS OF AGE. UNTIL THEY REACH AGE 18, NOTHING IN THIS POLICY SHALL LIMIT THESE SOLDIERS FROM 
EXERCISING THE INHERENT RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE. 


5. DIRECT COORDINATION WITH CDR, PERSCOM (MS BLIZZARD, TAPC-EPC-O, 
DSN 221-4422, COMM (703) 325-4422), DIR, ARNG (MSG VANBRIESEN, DSN 
327-3401, COMM (703) 607-3401), AND CHIEF, OCAR (LTC ISABELLE SLIFER, 
DAPE-MPE-RC, AFTER 23 JAN 03, DSN 225-7903, COMM (703) 695-7640), IS 
AUTHORIZED TO OBTAIN APPROPRIATE DELETION, DEFERMENT OR 
DEMOBILIZATION INSTRUCTIONS ON SOLDIERS LESS THAN 18 YEARS OF AGE (AS OF OCONUS REPORT DATE), ON ORDERS BUT WHO HAVE NOT YET DEPARTED HOME OR MOBILIZATION STATIONS. 


6. REQUEST ARMY REGULATION PROPONENTS IN HQDA, PERSCOM, DIR, ARNG, AND CHIEF, OCAR INCLUDE THIS ASSIGNMENT/DEPLOYMENT RESTRICTION IN THE NEXT UPDATE OF ALL APPROPRIATE ENLISTMENT, ASSIGNMENT, DEPLOYMENT AND MOBILIZATION REGULATIONS OF THE REGULAR AND RESERVE COMPONENTS FOR WHICH THEY HAVE RESPONSIBILITY. 


7. HQDA POC IS CHIEF, DISTRIBUTION AND READINESS BRANCH, ENLISTED 
CAREER SYSTEMS DIVISION, DCS, G-1, TELEPHONE (AS OF 23 JAN 03): DSN 
695-7991/COM (703) 695-7991 OR DSN 695-7924/COM (703) 695-7924 


8. EXPIRATION DATE CANNOT BE DETERMINED. 
 

