
June 15, 2004

Greetings Friends and Family!
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oasting.  Just for the record, when you see the temperature of Baghdad in the paper, it’s a reading of the temperature in the shade with a breeze going…no kidding.  That means it’s another 10-15 degrees hotter in the sun, and- it will continue to get even warmer.  Yikes, I thought Texas was hot; I had no idea.  Many of us are wearing gloves outside to prevent burns from touching metal or steel objects outside.  Presently, the average soldier consumes between six and eight liters of water a day and sweats out at least a third of that.  Over the course of a few hours outside, I soak my top and bottom through.  Regardless, the guys are      
 extremely resilient and seem to be fairing well.  Our NCOs are doing an exceptional job of looking after their soldiers, keeping them hydrated, rested, and adequately prepared for our day-to-day tasks.  We’re bracing ourselves for increasing temperatures.

Breaks in the shade, airing gear out, hats, gloves, sun block and of course, plenty of ice cold bottled water; it’s the small things that make all the difference out here.  I like to say the heat makes us shine even brighter.  Such is especially the case for several of our fine soldiers.  During May and June, senior leadership recognized many of our top performers.  
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SSG Greene and SGT Demerchant recently received General Meyers’ coin from an accompanying sergeant major for exceptional performance in Iraq.  General Meyers is the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and serves President Bush as the highest ranking general in all four armed services.  SGT DeMerchant was also recently distinguished with SGT Daniels, PFC Willett, SSG Mains, and SPC Fullerton by CSM Gainey (Command Sergeant Major of the Multi-National Corps, Iraq) for setting and maintaining the highest standards on our forward operating base in Baghdad.
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LTG Sanchez, commander of all ground forces in Iraq, recently stopped in and toured our facility.  With Apache helicopters hovering overhead for additional protection, he too visited with our outstanding troops.  While he toured Camp Redemption, the newest holding area in the facility, LTG Sanchez thanked PFC Thorndike with a personal coin for his tireless efforts and unwavering commitment to our mission.  SPC King also got to know the General a little better over noodles and salad.  A select group of soldiers dined with LTG Sanchez and received the opportunity to ask him any mission related questions.  All departed with a better understanding of “the big picture” from both command and field perspectives.  

COL Quantock, the 16th MP Brigade Commander, also recognized PFC Thorndike for his exceptional achievements and pinned an (ARCOM) on him in the presence of the Battalion staff as the 1-152 FA Fwd soldier-of-the-month.  SPC Ward wasn’t to be outdone.  He too received attention from the Brigade Commander by receiving a Fossil watch for his extra-ordinary medical care of both soldiers and detainees on the facility.
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egarding position improvement, I have one word: Tobinator.  SPC Toby has been tirelessly turning out all sorts of furniture with the best wood material we can muster.  Tables, dressers, beds, chests, desks, chairs, entertainment centers, doors, benches- you name it, SPC Toby has built it.  “Been doing it for years.  It’s a hobby I guess” he humbly remarks.  I can’t think of a day that’s gone by over the past several weeks when he hasn’t had his hand in building something.  Simply prolific.  I’m consistently amazed with his work ethic and creativity.  He’s been a huge morale booster for all of us.


UPDATE ON LEAVE:  Time off for our soldiers seems to be varying from month to month.  Presently we’ve received a greater number of leave slots for the end of June; every soldier that has requested leave thus far has received it.  I wish Top and I could send home every soldier on more specific dates but the system doesn’t allow us to do so.  Please continue to be patient with us as we strive to send soldiers home as close to their requested leave dates as possible.   


Family Support Group (FSG) activity: On June 6th, LTC McMoarn met with the Company FSG Coordinators of the 1-152nd FA Forward in Houlton, Maine.  All in attendance agreed that the meeting was very productive.  Lisa Nichols has been named the Battalion FSG Coordinator and will work hard with the Company FSG Coordinators to synchronize our efforts at the company level.  Top and I will relay all of our requests for support through Lisa to the Company FSG Coordinators.  Lisa is presently doing an outstanding job of coordinating and organizing our efforts.  If you wish to become involved in your community FSG community, please contact Lisa Nichols at lanichols@midmaine.com  and she will put you in touch with a Company FSG Leader.
As always, thanks for your thoughts and support.   We covet your prayers.

Best regards,

CPT Phill Trevino

1-152 FA Forward Commander
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